INDEPENDENT PSYCHOTHERAPY ASSOCIATES
									Dr. Wendy E. Coughlin, Ph.D.


EXPERT WITNESS RETAINER POLICY/AGREEMENT
Dr. Coughlin is a Licensed Mental Health Counselor, Master’s Certified Addiction Counselor, Florida Supreme Court Certified Family Mediator, Certified Guardian ad Litem and Qualified Parenting Coordinator.  She has been qualified as an expert in substance use disorders, family dynamics, mental health disorders, co-parenting and divorce issues and parental alienation.  Her expertise has been validated in the 6th, 12th and 13th Judicial Family Courts and the 6th Judicial Circuit Criminal Court.
· An initial retainer fee of $3,500 is requested to engage Dr. Coughlin as an expert.  Expert witness fees are billed at $500 per hour and apply to all time spent reviewing records, consulting and testifying (telephonically or in-person).
· Fee for appearing in court is $500 per hour, with a minimum of two (2) hours and billable one week in advance.  Fees are determined based on the number of hours required for testimony, remaining on-site in the courthouse, and travel time.
· If a hearing or trial is cancelled and Dr. Coughlin is notified more than 48 hours in advance of appearance, fees will be credited back to the client.
· If a hearing or trial is cancelled and Dr. Coughlin is notified 48 to 24 hours in advance of appearance, the client will be billed 50% of estimated costs.
· If a hearing or trial is cancelled and Dr. Coughlin is notified less than 24 hours in advance of appearance, the full cost estimated to appear will be deducted from the retainer.

Please sign below to indicate your acceptance and understanding of this policy.


__________________________________________		______________________
Signature								Date


__________________________________________
Printed Name
